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What’s Prettier Than Freckles? 

An elderly woman and her young grandson, whose face was sprinkled with bright freckles, spent the day at the zoo.  Lots of children were waiting in line to get their cheeks painted by a local artist who was decorating them with tiger paws.

“You’ve got so many freckles, there’s no place to paint!” a girl in the line said to the little fellow.

[image: image3.wmf]Embarrassed, the boy dropped his head.  His grandmother knelt down next to him.  “I love your freckles.  When I was a little girl I always wanted freckles,” she said, while tracing her finger across his cheek.  “Freckles are beautiful.”

The boy looked up.  “Really?”

“Of course,” said the grandmother.  “Why, just name me one thing that’s prettier than freckles.”

The boy thought for a moment, peered intensely into his grandma’s face, and softly whispered, “Wrinkles.” 

Celebrate Grandparents Day on September 13!

Is Smaller Cheaper?

We’ve become conditioned to believing that purchasing larger portions of food, bigger packages of paper towels, or giant containers of laundry soap is a good way to save money, and sometimes it is.

But in some cases, smaller portions or quantities can be cheaper, and the way to ascertain this is by checking the shelf label for the product’s price-per-ounce or price-per-sheet or price-per-count, and so on.

For example, a 12-pack of paper towels may actually cost more per sheet than a six-pack or three-pack.  A box of 50 tea bags could be priced higher per count than a box of 20.  And those pre-packaged apples might prove to be less than a bargain, depending on the price per ounce compared to unpackaged apples.

If your supermarket doesn’t provide this information on their shelf labels, ask the manager to start – sooner rather than later!  In the meantime, take along your calculator and do your own pricing.  Just take the cost of the item – say, a 16-ounce jar of peanut butter for $3.29 – divide $3.29 by 16, and your cost per ounce is about 20 cents.  If the 28-ounce jar of that same peanut butter is $6.29, it will cost you 22 cents per ounce.  Clearly, the smaller jar is the better buy.

It makes sense – and saves dollars – to read shelf labels or do your own calculation.  Spend a little time and you’ll save money every time you shop.
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The person determined to achieve maximum success learns the principle that progress is made one step at a time.  A house is built one brick at a time.  Football games are won one play at a time.  A department store grows bigger one customer at a time.  Every big accomplishment is a series of little accomplishments.  – David Schwartz
You May Be Too “Techy” If…

1. You’ve never sat through an entire movie without having at least one device on your body beep or buzz.
2. You turn up your speakers when leaving the room so you can hear if a new email arrives.

3. On vacation, you’re reading a computer manual and turning the pages faster than everyone else who’s reading John Grisham novels.

4. You’d rather get more dots per inch than miles per gallon.

5. All of your friends have an @ in their name.

6. You rotate your screen savers more frequently than your automobile tires.

7. You have a functioning home copier machine, but every toaster you own turns bread into charcoal.
8. Off the top of your head, you can think of 19 keystroke symbols that are far more clever than :-).

9. You start introducing yourself as “Jim at net dot com.”

10. You spend half of the airplane trip with your laptop on your lap...and your child in the overhead compartment.
How to Protect Your 
Asthmatic Child at School

If your child has asthma and is headed back to school, you’ll want to ensure that he or she is allowed to carry an inhaler when necessary.  Despite the fact that most states have passed laws allowing students to self-administer their asthma drugs, some schools are strictly interpreting the laws and requiring students to obtain permission from school nurses or school officials before being given access to their medication and inhalers.

What’s a parent’s best plan of action? The American Lung Association says communication between the school and the parents is essential to make sure that your child is safe.  Parents need to ask the school about laws and local policy in place allowing students to carry and self-administer asthma medications.  The ALA also recommends that all students have an Asthma Action Plan, a written directive detailing personal information about the child’s asthma – such as symptoms, medication, and physical activity limitations – and specific instructions of what to do if medication doesn’t immediately improve the situation.  All teachers, coaches, the school nurse, and the office should have an updated action plan for your child.  For more information, go to www.lungusa.org.
Thank you…to these folks for their referrals. they all received a gift from sally and me!
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Shattering Window Myths

There are a number of outdated beliefs about storms and window safety that the Institute for Business & Home Safety (IBHS) would like to set straight.  For instance, “Open the windows during a storm to relieve the pressure that could build up and cause more damage.”  If you’ve never heard this advice before, don’t pay any attention to it now.  If you or someone you know believes it, read on for the IBHS’s expert recommendations:
1. Do NOT open windows during a storm. This doesn’t relieve pressure – it just lets damaging wind and rain into your home.

2. Tape does NOT protect your windows from flying debris. It might keep more of the glass together when impacted, but will not keep it in place. 
3. Window film does NOT provide much protection from the impact of debris.  It does, however, hold glass shards together when the window breaks.  Also, some thicker “structural” film has passed the “small missile” test, which applies to things like gravel and similarly sized objects.
The “Whys” of White Hair
Client of the Month

Call me to find out how you can become 
Client of the Month!
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One day a little girl was watching her mother do the dishes at the kitchen sink.  She suddenly notices that her mother had several strands of white hair sticking out in contrast to her brunette head. 
Curious, she asked, “Why are some of your hairs white, Mom?” Her mother replied, “Well, every time you do something wrong and make me unhappy, one of my hairs turns white.” 
The little girl thought about this revelation for a while and then said, “Momma, how come ALL of grandma’s hairs are white?”
Don’t Learn Like This


Can we learn to be incompetent? Absolutely, says Chris Argyris, organizational development expert and professor emeritus of Harvard Business School. He calls the phenomenon “skilled incompetence.”

Often, we ride a fine line between saying what we want to say and avoiding upsetting those in power. When we might really think, “this is going to be a disaster,” we say instead, “Well, I’m a little concerned about taking that road, but I’m sure there are other opinions on the matter.” This kind of “diplomacy”—skilled incompetence—keeps us out of trouble, yet dilutes the nature of what we really think. It takes some expertise and organizations down a much different path.

As this diplomacy becomes the norm and every potentially uncomfortable situation is avoided, unspoken rules will develop: 1) provide information, not conflict; 2) Agree with but don’t question superiors; and 3) Maintain the course of action-don’t try to stop it or modify it. The result? Policies, procedures, and strategies based on ignorance rather than knowledge.

Skilled incompetence can be “unlearned,” Argyris says, and should be if organizations are to meet their goals and retain employees for whom facts, truth, and authenticity matter.
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      LETTER FROM THE  
 Hello again,
September means fall is on the way.  It has been a great summer and Sally and I have been at our pool as much as we can be. We’ve had guests over a few times, particularly my sister, Jill.  She is Dustin’s mother, and I love having her stay with us on the weekends. She has two dogs, Annie and Buddy, and they are so cute.  Jill is patient with me when I want to talk about our Mama and how much I still miss her.  As a Registered Nurse, I guess Jill is used to being patient with people.  I would love to fix her up with a gentleman.  She’s single, has a great job, and is such a nice person.  Maybe someone will come forth and ask to meet her, who knows. Any nice, single fellows out there? Here at Pine State we are rocking right along.  It has been slow since school has been out, but business has been steady, and we are very thankful for that.  Seems like we have had some of the nicest borrowers, ever.  I suspect it is because everyone is getting such great buys on their houses and rates are still very low.  It puts people in a good mood, I guess. It seems a little bit odd for Dustin to be a college student.  I am really proud of him but it was so fun for him to be a high school student.  I guess it is going to take some getting used to.  I know it is part of the life cycle of change and growing. Just like losing my Mama…..you have moments and times that are hard but you deal with it, I guess.
Please remember to check with me if you want to look at refinancing. It is possible to even avoid an appraisal on one program I have.  This is a huge plus, too, because so many homes are down in value.  If we can refi without an appraisal and save you money, that is the way to go!

     Let me hear from you.

Rena
Sally Speaks:
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It is still summer and I’m still swimming every chance I get. Kids are back in school and seems like everyone is busy again.  I guess they are.  Dustin is in college now.  It seems different.  He is still my big brother but he is very grown up.  Back in June he went on a road trip with two of his friends.  They went across the country driving in mom’s SUV.  Dustin got a speeding ticket the first day in Memphis.  I don’t know where that is, but mom was worried ‘cause she thought he was hurt.  My daddy was annoyed because I guess speeding tickets are expensive.  After that happened, I think Dustin and his pals drove a lot slower.  They went to the Grand Canyon, they camped out a lot, and went fishing in Colorado.  Dustin had a great time and he has a lot of pictures and video.  He was glad to see me when he got home.  We missed him a whole lot. I have a pal, too.  His name is Charlie and he lives close to me.  Charlie and me bark at each other every afternoon.  One thing we have in common is chasing tennis balls.  Me and Charlie love to catch and chase tennis balls.  I don’t think Charlie likes to swim though.  His legs are too short.  Mom says he is a hot dog.  I guess that’s because he is long on four short legs.  Anyway, Charlie is my friend and I like him a whole lot. My cousins, Annie and Buddy come visit me a lot and I like them.  Now, Buddy is a little bit bossy, but I guess he is OK.  Annie gives me a headache.  She sure does whine a lot.  She also likes to lick me in the face.  Buddy snatches my toys away from me and he rips my tennis balls to shreds.  Mom has to take them away from him.  Even so, Buddy is OK and he likes to swim.  I’m faster than him in the water though.  I swim very fast and mom says I’m greased lightning in that water.  Friends, I tell you, swimming is the best fun ever. The only thing is that when my parents went to Bermuda on vacation for a few days, I did not get to swim.  Our housekeeper was my nanny and she doesn’t like to get near the water.  I just settled for chasing tennis ball and barking with Charlie.  It was OK ‘cause when my family came back, I got to swim extra.

[image: image8.wmf]See you next time.

Love,
Sally
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